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Dear Father Kim and members of Saint Andrew Kim Parish,

As you celebrate and express gratitude to God for the faith and witness of
Saint Andrew Kim Parish on its 40th anniversary, I rejoice with you in
recognition of the illustrious history of the parish. Over the past several
decades, the faithful of the parish have established and sustained a vibrant
community of faith that also manifests its heritage and traditions.

The parish is at the very heart of the Church and her mission. In his first
apostolic exhortation The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis writes, "The parish
is the presence of the Church in a given territory, an environment for hearing
God's word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, proclamation,
charitable outreach, worship and celebration. In all its activities the parish
encourages and trains its members to be evangelizers. It is a community of
communities, a sanctuary where the thirsty come to drink in the midst of
their journey, and a center of constant missionary outreach." With you, I
thank God thar Saint Andrew Kim Parish has been a visible manifestation of

these actions for 40 years.

Pope Francis in comments on the Vigil of Pentecost also observed that "The
Church must step outside herself. To go where? To the outskirts of existence,
whatever they may be, but she must step out. Jesus tells us: 'Go into all the
world! Go! Preach! Bear witness to the Gospel!'(Mk 16,15)." This is the
current and perennial mission of each parish, to become centers of the New
Evangelization where all are called to proclaim again the goodness of the

Gospel.

I join my prayer to yours thar God will continue to bless all of the Saint
Andrew Kim Parish family as you gather in commemoration of the past, in
recognition of the challenges of the moment and in renewal and dedication for

the future,

With joyful best wishes and prayers, I am Faithfully in Christ,

8 ............C...........L.......l._

Archbishop of Washington
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Dear Father Jongwook Kim Michael,

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you and the parishioners
of St. Andrew Kim Catholic Church, on the Fortieth Anniversary of the
establishment of your parish in the Archdiocese of Washington.

It is with great joy and appreciation that we celebrate this historic achievement
as your founding members have had such a tremendous vision and foresight
in establishing an outstanding parish in order to address the spiritual, as well
as the pastoral needs and concerns of the Korean Catholic Community in the
Archdiocese of Washington.

The Korean Catholic Community is such a great blessing, in bringing the gifts
of its language, tradition, food, dance, culture and many other talents that

enrich our Church and the local civie community.

St. Andrew Kim Catholic Church has instructed through its catechetical
formation and spirituality programs hundreds of its members in preparation
for the sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, the Holy Eucharist,
Confirmation and Marriage, and its priest have also provided the Anointing
of the Sick for those who are infirmed.

It is my hope that one day many young men may answer the call to a vocation
to the Sacrament of Holy orders as a Priest or Permanent Deacon, as well as

men and women to a call to Religious Life,

May God bless each of you throughout this year as you celebrate such a
significant milestone in the history of St. Andrew Kim Catholic Church, May
Our Blessed Mother Mary keep all of you in the mantle of her maternal care,

now and torever,

Sincerely in Christ,

oAty

Most Reverend Martin D. Holley
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Altar Serving at
St. Andrew Kim Church

Al =ejae)

Honestly, 1 starled altar serving for no apparent reasorn, Maybe it was because my mother
had suggested it or my brother altar served before. Maybe it was because 1 was bored
in mass, so if 1 serve at the altar, 1 actually have something to do in mass. Maybe i
was because 1 just wanted to try it. But as I learned more in depth about altar serving, 1
understood what it took to become an altar server. My feelings toward God became more

serious and holy. [ became a different person. Besides, 1 had the time of my life.

When Father Bang was a priest at our church, he gave us an assignment, to write a
paragraph about why we became altar servers. [ was a 5" grader at that time and I really
did not know what to write. But after thinking for a while, I realized a very important
reason for why I joined: To be closer to God. I know that sounds obvious, but there is a

deeper meaning, It means that when I confess my sins, my sins will be heard more.,

I can be more comfortable with God. 1 fulfill one of my biggest purposes in my life: to
serve God. Altar servers are like Jesus's disciples. They served him and spread the Word
of God. Even after Jesus Christ's death, they continued to spread the word of God and
served him with strong belief and faith. They had that privilege to do so. Altar servers
have the privilege too. We serve God by helping the priest in mass, and we spread the
Word of God by showing the mass participants our service to God. Allar servers have a

special and important place as Catholics.

My experiences serving the altar have been amazing, My relationships with my friends
have been closer and more comfortable, I have become closer to my priests, My
relationships with people have become more flexible and comfortable. However, 1 had to

sacrifice something especially time. Training takes time and learning the procedure takes
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a few days to register in my mind. Time is precious and valuable to everyone. With time

people can do their business or do something relaxing,

One muy think that altar serving is not that hard to do, but it can be difficult. Memorizing
all those steps and carrying precious things can be pretly pressurizing, Moreover the lights
are on the allar and evervone is looking at you and looking up 1o you. I also felt a “new”
kind of nervousness. What if 1 mess up? Everyone will see! What if 1 forget? What if 1
trip on the altar? Being on time is a huge issue in altar serving. Since masses are usually
in the morning and Sunday is a day where there is no school, 1 tend to wake up a little
late and 1 have to rush to get to mass. Furthermore altar servers have to arrive 20 minutes

before mass starts!

Despite the sacrifice and pressure, I just had a lot of fun as an altar server! When I
am nervous in mass, [ can always glance up to my friends who also serve at the altar
and be reassured that 1 am not the only one who is nervous. 1 can always catch a smile
from them then I feel thal one slowly creeps up on my face too. Especially, all those
amusement parks and retreats are something to look forward to. I can just relax and

forget about all my worries and just hang out with my friends.

Being an altar server is like being a snowman. [ know thal sounds a litlle funny, so
lel me explain, A snowman is made in the winter, a fresh new life. A snowman also
serves a purpose. That purpose is to put a smile on people’s faces and make the winter
fun. As the spring comes, it melts, but it does not disappear. Although its body melis,
instead of disappearing, it turns into waler and soaked into the ground. Now the snowman
is n the ground. Its purpose is not over yet. Its water makes flowers and trees grow and
it will be there forever, improving people’s happiness by making a beautiful world of

flowers and trees.,

As altar servers, we are made as God's servers, We serve to fulfill mass and to help the
worshiper feel more holy lo God. Even though we turn old enough to graduale and we do
graduate, we will always have the altar server's hearts in us. Our purpose will not over
even then. Our purpose will last forever, helping God and to improve the faith of others

and convince others to become one too.
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I am so thankful for all those who helped me. I especially thank my parents for leading
me o this opportunity to serve al the altar and to explore what it is to be like an altar
server. [ would also like {o thank all my priests, Father Luke, Father Michael, Father
Bang, and Father Park, who have {rained and encouraged me 1o serve at the altar. I
like to thank my friends who have made altar serving more happy and exciting for me. I

would like to give a humongous thank you to God. Without God, T wouldn't have had this

I am going to be very sad to leave altar serving next vear, but 1 hope the new altar

servers have the best experience altar serving like me!!!!
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My Special Experience at
Sunday School

HA]4 vle]ot(Sunday School Instructor_1* grade)
I am shy, very shy, in fact.

As far as 1 can remember, [ have always been timid. My parents told me that until T was
five, I did not speak, other than “umma.” They were very concerned that 1 may have a
disability but the doctor told them there was nothing physically holding me back from
speaking as a child. When 1 was younger, | had an extremely hard time speaking in front
of people, especially in front of a crowd that 1 was not familiar with. [ can still remember
vividly how nervous [ was to present my science project in front of my class in middle
school, how | almost went into tears in front of the congregation when our priest made
me do a reading during Mass in high school, how 1 broke out into hives all over my face
during bible study session, and many other incidents that made me want to hide even
more. Now, all these incidents seem to be stories from long ago. It is amazing how my

family and friends at St. Andrew Kim have helped me overcome my challenges.

When my family moved to the States 21 years ago, my mom decided that our family
would attend a Catholic church. Although going to a church was not a new setting but
a Catholic church was different from a Presbyterian church we were connected with in
Korea. 1 remember the fear of attention creeping up on me as | walked into that 2™
grade room at the College Park church on my first day of Sunday school. 1 sal quietly
in my chair, counting the minutes, the seconds until the class let oul. As thal marks the

beginning of my Sunday school experience.

From that point on, I made diligent effort to attend Sunday school, or at least, 1 tried,
Then, slowly, 1 noticed changes taking place. 1 was able to make new friends, join
the choir,(which did not require an audition even for a tone deal singer like myself),

participate in youth group activities such as summer camps and retreats, and serve as an
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officer for the youth group during my senior year. Liitle by little, 1 found myself opening
up at the comfort of my friends at St. Andrew Kim Catholic Church. Simultaneously,
there were more opportunilies for me o stand in fronl of a crowd to share stories or
nake amnmouncenents or even give speeches. Although the hives never fully went away,
my fear of speaking in front of a crowd was finally starting to decrease. Truly, it 1s a
blessing to meet such a caring group of friends who understood and accepted me into

this community.

Recently, 1 had a chance to serve as a chaperone for our high school retreat. With a
tremendous support from our priest, myself, along with other teachers were able to plan
and prepare for our high school students for the past 2 months. During retreat, there were
times allotted for small group discussions, where we all gol to share and reflect upon
various bible passages. It was in those moments that 1 was aware of being recipient of the
blessings that God continuously granted me through this community. As we were going
around to share, [ noticed anxiety in some participants arnd hesitation in others, making
the effort to open up regardless. The realizalion came in the place as 1 was once that kid
dreading my turn to speak. What a long way I have come up to this point. Now, was I
really leading a mass, without a pair of nervous, sweaty hands or tears or hives on my
face? As 1 was contented being present in the room, I imagined what it would be like for
these kids as they get older at our church. 1 wondered if they too, will have their closest
friends at clurch, instruct Sunday school classes, chaperone at summer camps and retreats

consequently, sharing memorles with each other just as [ have.
Il anyone asks today, I will confidently admit that I am shy but it is alright, As 1 have

great friends who love and support me for who I am. As long as I dwell in God, in these

moments of bliss here in St. Andrew Kim Catholic community, 1 feel truly loved.
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Sunday School

12 years, 626 weeks, 37,560 minutes: the time we spend at Sunday school, Typically we
all think Sunday school is all about learning about God or reading the bible, but that is
not true. Sunday school is not defined only by its name; il is defined by the things we do
during the time we spend in it. Of course learning is a must, but that isn't the only thing
we do every Sunday. We interact and build stronger relationships with one another and

have fun while doing so.

Yeah, it's given that some might think of Sunday school as a boring thing where we only
learn, but that is not the case. Not only do we build an eternal relationship with Ged,
we also build new relationships and strengthen old relationships with those around us:
friends, family, and with new people every day. It's a small society within which there
are a variety of dramas and unforgetiable events like, Coffee House where we show off
lo one another our talents to summer camp, where we get away from our daily stresses
and distractions and spend time with one another: plaving games while at the same time
gelting closer to God. We also feel many different emotions. Some fall in love, some

develop hatred, and some make close friendships with each other,

The unique individual learns to interact with one another through God's faith and creates
a new atmosphere through fun youth group events every month, through relief retreats
every winter and through eventful and adventurous camps every summer! Yes, Sunday
school can be a bit boring sometimes, but that is all part of the unique experience one is
involved in, which in the end turns out to actually be a part of a fun thing! Every week,
we are able to see our friends and meet with God and have a fun time! Through Sunday
school, God has brought all of us together in order for us to experience what many others
might not be able to in their ordinary lives, In these 12 eventful years, 1 gained lots of

experiences and it is time for me to share them with you.
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My Experience of Altar Serving

2|14 ofdat 43k

I've always wanted fo do altar serving because it looked fun and almost everyone 1 knew
was doing it. T got permilted into altar-serving by going to 7:00 am mass and doing the

rosary a lot. When 1 finally into altar-serving, I felt a lot closer to God.

[ like altar-server meetings because we talk about what we have to watch out for when
we serve, so we don't make mistakes. For homework everyday, the priest tells us to wrile
one sentence from the bible everyday, and he checks at the meeting. When 1 copy a

sentence from my bible, 1 understand how Jesus felt about everyone's sins.

I was nervous my [irst time 1 was serving because I thought I would make a mistake. But
I didn't feel as nervous when 1 did bell for the first time because 1 had practiced a lot. |

think practicing is the best way not to make mistakes.

I liked traveling with the altar—servers the most. We once all went to the 10™ biggest
church in the world, the national cathedral in DC! 1 heard from someone in allar—serving

that they once went to the Six Flags, too! I hope 1 get to go there someday.
I wonder If you have a better chance of going o heaven if you do altar-serving. I hope

you do. Even though altar—serving is hard, I want to keep on doing 1t because 1t helps me

understand God better every time 1 serve at mass.
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My Experience as a Sunday
School Teacher

David Yu — 10" grade Sunday school teacher

I was ten vears old, rather late compared to most Catholics, when my parents brought me
into the Church. It was a time when [ knew absolutely nothing about Jesus, but within
months I was being poured with, what seemed to be, regular water and having this small
wafer be placed in the palm of my hand. For many years following, my faith struggled
to grasp beyond the visible, and once 1 was removed from all familiarities when attending
college, the meager reality of my faith came to surface. Yet why did 1 continue to find
mysell sitting in the pews awaiting Mass and flipping aimlessly through Scripture? At first
thought, the answer was routine and expectation{not of my own), but recent years have

settled on a different conclusion.

The Church, of course, teaches us that we are offered to receive the Sacraments at an
early age by the abundance of God's grace, but as many of my peers experienced, these
were little more than seripted exercises we followed 1o please our teachers and parenls.
Therefore, attending Sunday School and Mass did, in fact, become nothing more than
routine. As [ progressed through high school, this routine continued and my spirituality

matured very little.

Meanwhile, a struggle began to intensify, one that [ believe all of our students endure
today: that is, there is a deep yearning within us to find love, a love that fails to be
described in words or images nor be solely provided by the friends and family who
nurture us. Although my students may believe [ have already aged lo an older generation,
[ can recall the pressures and insecurities surrounding them, which, upon immediate
reflection, may be oversimplified as barriers to the faith, However, I have discovered that
once this very momentum of spiritual struggle converges on the love of Jesus Christ, the

greatest of joys are to be found. All 1 needed was a slight nudge from the Church.

Hyd Bl MEus| g 40Fd J|dE



We have only but an hour on Sundays {o focus on religious education, and so we certainly
do not expect our students to remember countless chapter and verse in Scripture, Likewise,
when 1 attempt to recall my own memories of attending Sunday School, it is difficult to
recollect specific teachings. Instead, we pray that the Gospel embeds a curiosity in the
students” hearts. As catechists, we believe that, no matter how far one strays from the life
in Christ, the messages and images of Jesus we teach will continue to permeate until they

can no longer be ignored but be explored!

[ am convinced that this very curiosity was instilled in me during my earlier years of
mindless routine, and once 1 directed it towards the Church, the rheioric I conveyed
my faith with greatly changed. The Mass was no longer a lifeless sequence of rites: It
became the greal banquet in which the heavenly sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of
God, was being offered to us amongst all the angels in heaven. The Gospel was no longer
jumbled stories of how we should treat one another: It began to reveal Jesus' Divine Plan
in receiving the Salvation that He so dearly desires for us. By Jesus' grace and His bride,
the Church, I began to discover, as our Holy Father describes, the “light of faith.” I have

been fascinated with joy ever since.

It all began with one step into the Church, and for even that one step, 1 am forever
indebted to my parents and to the entire church of 5t. Andrew Kim thal T now consider
home, I thank all the members of the congregation, in particular the pastors and mentors
[ have been blessed with, for offering me this vocation lo spread the joy and love of
Jesus Christ. I ask for your continued prayers for the entire Sunday School program: the
teachers, parents, and most of all, the students: that they may forever find comfort in
Jesus Christ, And on this anniversary of our church, I cry out, “Saint Andrew Kim, pray

for us!”
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